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Message from the Director General ………………. 

 

The first phase of the new competency based curriculum, with 8 years curriculum cycle was 

introduced to secondary education in Sri Lanka in 2007 replacing the existed content based 

education system with basic objective of developing the national level competencies 

recommended by the National Education Commission. 

The second phase of the curriculum cycle to be introduced to grades 1, 6, and 10 starts from 

2015.  For this purpose, National Institute of Education has introduced a rationalization process 

and developed rationalized syllabi for these grades using research based outcomes and various 

suggestions made by different stakeholders. 

In the rationalization process, vertical integration has been used to systematically develop the 

competency levels in all subjects from fundamentals to advanced levels using the bottom up 

approach.  Horizontal integration is used to minimize the overlapping in the subject content and 

to reduce the content over loading in the subjects to produce more students friendly and 

implementable curricular. 

A new format has been introduced to the teachers’ guide with the aim of providing the teachers 

with the required guidance in the areas of lesson planning, teaching, carrying out activities and 

measurement and evaluation.  These guidelines will help the teachers to be more productive and 

effective in the classroom. 

The new teachers’ guides provide freedom to the teachers in selecting quality inputs and 

additional activities to develop the competencies of the students.  The new teachers’ guides are 

not loaded with subject content that is covered in the recommended textbooks.  Therefore, it is 

essential for the teacher to use the new teachers’ guides simultaneously with the relevant 

textbooks prepared by Education Publication Department as reference guides to be more aware 

of the syllabi. 

The basic objectives of the rationalized syllabi and the new format of teachers’ guide and newly 

developed textbooks are to bring a shift from the teacher centered education system into a 

student centered and more activity based education system in order to develop the competencies 

and skills of the school leavers and to enable the system to produce suitable human resource to 

the world of work. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of Academic Affairs Board and 

Council of National Institute of Education and all the resource persons who have immensely 

contributed in developing these new teacher guides.  

 

Director General 

National Institute of Education 
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Message from the Deputy Director General 
 
 
 It is a great  pleasure to introduce the "Teachers' Guides" on foreign languages under the 

curriculum review of 2015.  Today, foreign languages have become pragmatically important in 

internationalization and globalization.  Use of different foreign languages in different societies, 

in fact, eradicates linguistic imperialism of a very few languages.  

 

In the present time, there is a great demand and enthusiasm among people in Sri Lanka to learn 

languages. In 2015, Chinese, Russian and Korean languages have also been included in the 

Ordinary Level curriculum, so that students will be able to learn not only Japanese, German, 

French, Hindi, Pali Sanskrit and Arabic but also Chinese, Russian and Korean.   

 

This "Teachers' Guide" has given the guidance to teachers about how learning-teaching process 

should be taken place to achieve each competency mentioned in the syllabus. The teacher has the 

freedom to design learning-teaching process according to the syllabus and the instructions given 

in the "Teachers Guide" to suite the level of the students. 

 

I must be thankful to the group of external resource persons, internal resource persons and the 

other staff members of NIE who assisted in the preparation of  this "Teachers' Guide". 

 

Deputy Director General 
 
Faculty of Alternative Education & Teacher Education 
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                         Instructions to use Teachers’ Guide  

 Under the new educational reforms of 2007, a new curriculum has been introduced to 

improve skills of the primary & secondary classes. Thus, arrangements are made to introduce a 

competency based  new syllabus in the Chinese for grade 12 & 13. A competency means, a 

mixture of  knowledge, attitude, talent and  personal & social ability. Achieving a competency 

means, the use of one’s own ability, knowledge, attitude in learning and working.  

 This teachers’ Guide could offer you guidance to plan your lesson constructively and 

prepare your teaching materials prior to the lesson. In order to achieve a competency, the 

competency levels are divided as per the contents of  subjects based on the time periods of the 

terms. Each skill which a student will achieve is indicated in the result of special learning. A  

learning out come means, a statement of an expected result or ability which a student can prove 

after completion of the unit of a lesson. The result of learning has marked to observe the 

accomplishment  of the  student. The learning outcomes indicate the intended capability of the 

student after completing the lesson. The teaching and learning process explains the activities of 

the teacher and the learner. Evaluation and assessment indicate what should be evaluated in the 

language competency of a student after each lesson. 

 The assessments can be used to check whether the student has achieved expected result 

during or at the end of the learning. Accordingly, 6 competencies per syllabus is included for 

grade 10 & 11. This Teacher’s Guide has provided the instructions & system of teaching method 

per each competency level. The teacher is given the free hand/freedom to organize periods as per 

each subject matter according to a plan to cover each skill. A proposed teaching method is shown 

here, in order student to reach the expected results of learning which concerns the competency 

and competency levels. A method of assessment must be planned by the teacher to check 

whether the student has reached the expected results of learning. 

 This Teachers’ Guide has provided a common series of instructions covering each 

competency of syllabus. Considering the proposed activities & instructions, but without limiting 

to it, the teacher is free to plan lessons using own skill. Also every effort should be made to use 

the modern techniques & it is important the student should guide to use the internet facilities and 

other reading materials to gain additional knowledge. In the teaching process, the lesson should 

be organized considering the student current knowledge, and without limiting to each subject 

matters & vocabulary only. 

Project Leader 
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1.0  Introduction 
 

           About one-fifth of the world population speaks some form of Chinese as their native language, making it the language with the most native 
speakers. The Chinese language is the official language of the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macao, one of the four 
official languages of Singapore, and one of the six official languages of the United Nations. With the rapid development in Asia, China became 
the largest economy of the world and opened up as the potential market place for the foreign investments. Therefore most countries have 
realized the value of learning Chinese. At present Chinese has become a popular language studied in Sri Lankan universities and has a good 
demand. It has been more than three decades since the language was introduced to the Sri Lankan education field as a subject for the A/L 
examination which is also the university entrance examination in Sri Lanka.  

 
A lot of benefits can be gained in studying Chinese for G.C.E. O/L in Sri Lanka. Taking Chinese language as a subject and mastering the 

language opens doors to nearly one-fifth of the world’s population. Standard Chinese is spoken in China, Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, 
Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Brunei, The Philippines, Mongolia and many other regions of the world. Students those who have a 
basic knowledge in Chinese, would find easy access to higher educational opportunities in Chinese speaking countries and territories, in subject 
areas such as medicine, economics, mass media and arts etc. Learning Chinese language helps to gain students professional development and 
employment opportunities. Future generation of Sri Lanka will be able to gain more benefits in local and international sectors by introducing 
Chinese Language as a G.C.E. O/L subject.  
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2.0 National Goals  

The national system of education should assist individuals and groups to achieve major national goals that are relevant to the individual and society.

  

Over the years major education reports and documents in Sri Lanka have set goals that sought to meet individual and national needs. In the light of the 

weaknesses manifest in contemporary  education structures and processes, the National Education Commission has identified the following set of goals 

to be achieved through education within the conceptual framework of sustainable human development. The National Education Commission sees the 

realization of these goals as its vision for the education system.   

(i) Nation building and the establishment of a Sri Lankan identity through the promotion of national cohesion, national integrity, national unity, 

harmony, and peace, and recognizing cultural diversity in Sri Lanka’s  plural society within a concept of respect for human dignity. 

(ii)        Recognizing and conserving the best elements of the nation’s heritage while responding to the challenges of a changing world. 

(iii)     Creating and supporting an environment imbued with the norms of social justice and a democratic way of life that promotes respect for human 

rights, awareness of duties and obligations, and a deep and abiding concern for one another. 

(iv) Promoting the mental and physical well- being of individuals and a sustainable life style based on respect for human values. 

(v) Developing creativity, initiative, critical thinking, responsibility, accountability and other positive elements of a well- integrated and balanced 

personality. 

(vi)       Human resource development by educating for productive work that enhances the quality of life of the individual and the nation and contributes 

to the economic development of Sri Lanka. 

(vii) Preparing individuals to adapt to and manage change, and to develop capacity to cope with complex and unforeseen situations in a rapidly 

changing world. 

 (viii) Fostering attitudes and skills that will contribute to securing an honorable place in the international community, based on justice, equality and 

mutual respect. 

        (Extracted from : National Education Commission report, 2003) 
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3.0 Basic Competencies 
 

 The following Basic Competencies developed through education will contribute to achieving the above National Goals. 

(i) Competencies in Communication 

Competencies in communication are based on four subsets: Literacy, Numeracy, Graphics and IT proficiency. 

Literacy         :  Listen attentively, speak clearly, read for meaning, write accurately and lucidly and communicate ideas effectively. 

Numeracy      : Use numbers for things, space and time, count, calculate and measure systematically.  

Graphics        : Make sense of line and form, express and record details, instructions and ideas with line form and colour. 

IT proficiency: Computeracy and the use of information and communication technologies (ICT) in learning, in the work environment  

personal life. 

(ii) Competencies relating to personality Development 

-      Generic skills such as creativity, divergent thinking, initiative, decision making, problem solving, critical and analytical thinking, team work, 

        inter – personal relations, discovering and exploring ;  

-      Values such as integrity, tolerance and respect for human dignity; 

-      Emotional intelligence. 

(iii) Competencies relating to the Environment 

These competencies relate to the environment: social, biological and physical. 

Social Environment      :  Awareness of the national heritage, sensitivity and skills linked to being members of a plural society, concern for 

distributive  justice, social relationships, personal conduct, general and legal conventions, rights, responsibilities, duties and obligations. 

Biological Environment : Awareness, sensitivity and skills linked to the living world,  people and the ecosystem, the trees, forests,  seas, water, 

air    and life – plant, animal and human life. 
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(v.) Competencies related to religion and  ethics  

This fourth set of competencies are laden with values and attitudes. It is essential for individuals to assimilate values, so that they may function in a manner 

consistent with the ethical, moral and religious modes of conduct, rituals and practices in everyday living, selecting the most appropriate.  

(vi.) Competencies in Play and Use of Leisure 

Competencies that link up with pleasure, joy, emotions and such human motivations.  These find expression in play, sports, athletics and leisure pursuit of many 

types.  These also link up with such values as cooperation, team work, healthy competition in life and work.  Included here are such activities that are involved in 

aesthetics, arts, drama, literature, exploratory research and other creative modes in human living. 

(vii.) Competencies related to ‘Learning to learn’. 

These competencies flow directly from the nature of a rapidly changing, complex and interdependent   and crowded world. Whatever one learns, that learning 

will need updating and  review. This requires that one should be aware of, sensitive and skilful in sustained  attention, and be willing to persevere and attend to 

details that matter in a given  situation.                     
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4.0  Objectives 

 
4.1 Developing skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in Chinese as a Foreign Language 

4.2 Developing skills of reading and listening comprehension  

4.3 Demonstrating familiarity with Chinese translation and Interpretation 

4.4 Understanding the grammatical system of Chinese Language 

4.5 Understanding Chinese culture 
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   Chinese- Syllabus 
 Grade 10 

Competency Competency Level Content Learning Out Comes No of 
Periods 

1.0 Identifies and 
writes Chinese  

      characters 

1.1 Writes Pinyin  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 follows the stroke order 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3 Pronounces tones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 1.4 Writes characters  
 
 
 

 Pinyin 
 Stroke order of Chinese 

Characters 
 Tones 
 Basic Chinese characters 
 

Students will be able to 
 Identify initials and finals  
 Pronounce Chinese speech sounds 

 
 
 
 
 
Students will be able to 
 Display knowledge on the stroke 

order of Chinese characters  
 Demonstrate the steps of the stroke 

order 
 
 
 
Students will be able to 
 Memorize tones  
 Describe four tones and neutral tone  

 
 

 

Students will be able to 
 Identify  Chinese characters 
 Write Chinese characters  

 
 

 
          15 
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Competency Competency Level Content Learning Out Comes No of 
Periods 

2.0 Listens,understands, 
reads and responds 

2.1. Listens and   
understands pronunciation 
 
 
 
 
2.2 Understands and 
answers the questions 
 
 
 
 
2.3 Responds to basic  
conversation 
 
 
 
2.4 Listens and 
understands recorded texts 
 
 
 
2.5 Reads given texts 
 
2.6 Understands the 
meaning of  the texts 

 Table of Combinations of 
Initials and Finals in 
Putonghua 

 Questions 
 Interrogative particles 

Conversations 
 Saying hello “ 你 好 ！ ”, 

greetings“早上” 

 “ 晚 上 ”, identifying 

people“这是”，“ 

 looking for someone“在”，

“找”, making  

comments“好”and 
suggestions 

 
 
 Listens and understands 
 Reads and understands 

 Beginners level Tapes and 
CDs  recorded texts 
 

Students will be able to 
 Recall Chinese listening exercises 
 Memorize Chinese pronunciation  

 

 

Students will be able to 
 Explain the given topics in Chinese  
 Give examples of the specific 

grammar patterns   
 
 

Students will be able to 
 Construct the basic conversations in 

Chinese  
 Show the ability of making dialogues   

 
Students will be able to 
 Describe Chinese recorded texts  

 
 
 
Students will be able to 
 Reads given texts  
 Explains the meaning of Chinese texts 
 Summarizes Chinese texts  

 
 

 
      15 
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Competency Competency Level Content Learning Out Comes No of 
Periods 

3.0  Engages in 
communication 
clearly and 
effectively  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3.1 Makes situational   
dialogues 
 
 
 

3.2 Practices the language 
with in pairs or groups 
 
 
 
3.3 Makes individual 
speeches 
 
 
 
 
 

 Dialogues 
 Speeches 
 Make speeches on given 

topics 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to 
 Compose simple situational dialogues    
 Show the ability of speaking in Chinese  

 

Students will be able to 
 Demonstrate the ability of speaking in 

Chinese with in pairs   
 Show the ability of exchanging ideas in 

Chinese  
 

 
 

Students will be able to 
 Demonstrate the ability of speaking in 

Chinese  
 Show the ability of exchanging ideas in 

Chinese  

 

 
      15 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.0 Uses basic 

grammatical 
components and 
structures  

 

4.1 Makes sentences using 
basic grammatical 
components. 
 
4.2  Acquires main 
grammatical  concepts  
 
 
 
 
 

• Simple sentence patterns 
• Question patterns 
• Lexical items 
• Measure words 
• Numbers 
• Chinese currency 
• Expression of time, year,   
     month and date 
 
 
 

Students will be able to 
 Describe basic grammatical 

components    
 Use Chinese grammatical components 
 Compares  main grammatical concepts 

with English or other languages    

 
 

 
 
15   
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Competency Competency Level Content Learning Out Comes No of 
Periods 

 
5.0 Writes basic 

sentences 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
5.1 Uses basic sentence 
      patterns. 
 
 
5.2 Writes simple essays. 

 Various topics 
(Myself, my family, my teacher, 
my school, my friend etc.) 

 

 
 
 
 

Students will be able to 
 Use basic sentence patterns    

 
  Write simple essays    

 
 
 
 

 
      15 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6.0 Identifies aspects   

 of culture 

 
 
6.1 Acquires a knowledge  
of  Chinese culture  
 
 
 
 
6.2 Familiarizes with 
modern society  
 

 
 
 Chinese culture 
      Beijing opera, festivals,    
      Confucius Modern society     
      Chinese names, Beijing  
      Olympics 
 

 Cultural Notes 
 

 

 
 
Students will be able to 

 Identify various cultural aspects of 
China 

 Compare cultural differences between 
Chinese and Sri Lankan societies 

 Contrast differences of customs 
between China and Sri Lanka 

 Distinguish a knowledge of Chinese 
cultural expressions 

 Identify cultural expressions in   
          China and Sri Lanka 

 
 
   15 
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5.0Teaching and Learning Methodology 
 

5.1 Individual copy writing 

5.2 Individual listening exercises and group listening exercises 

5.3 Individual read-aloud exercises  

5.4 Dictation 

5.5 Audio-visual aids for the classroom 

5.6 Spoken and written exercises as group work 

5.7 Writing compositions 

5.8 Dialogues between two students or two groups 

5.9 Expressing one’s ideas in Chinese 

5.10 Group/Individual presentations 

 

6.0 School Projects  

6.1 Organizing Chinese National Day celebration 

6.2 Organizing Chinese cultural celebrations 

6.3 Organizing a Chinese Wall newspaper or magazine 

6.4 Speeches in Chinese given in school meetings 

6.5 Exchanging of Chinese films, songs, gifts etc. 

6.6 Establishing a class library 

6.7 Writing to Chinese pen friends 

6.8 Chinese exhibitions 
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7.0 Prescribed Books 
 

 1.Yong Zongxiong, CHINESE LANGUAGE TEXTBOOK FOR SRI LANKAN BEGINNERS, Author Publication, 2009,  
ISBN 978-955- 51765-0-7 

      2. Wu Zhongwei ed., CONTEMPORARY CHINESE – TEXTBOOK -1, Beijing, Sinolingua, 2003, ISBN 7-80052-880-4 
      3. Wu Zhongwei ed., CONTEMPORARY CHINESE – CHARACTER BOOK -1, Beijing, Sinolingua, 2003, ISBN 7-80052-882-0 
      4. Wu Zhongwei ed., CONTEMPORARY CHINESE – EXERCISE BOOK -1, Beijing, Sinolingua, 2003, ISBN 7-80052-883-9 
      5. Wu Zhongwei ed., CONTEMPORARY CHINESE – TEXTBOOK -2, Beijing, Sinolingua, 2003, ISBN 7-80052-902-9 
      6. Wu Zhongwei ed., CONTEMPORARY CHINESE – CHARACTER BOOK -2, Beijing, Sinolingua, 2003, ISBN 7-80052-903-7 
      7. Wu Zhongwei ed., CONTEMPORARY CHINESE – EXERCISE BOOK -2, Beijing, Sinolingua, 2003, ISBN 7-80052-904-5 
 
 
8.0 Recommended Reading Material 
 
 
      1. Dhammadinna N, CHINESE VOCABULARY, Author Publication, 2009, ISBN 978-955-51737-2-8 
      2. Dhammadinna N, CHINESE – SINHALA, SINHALA-CHINESE BEGINNER’S DICTIONARY, Colombo, Vijithayapa Publications,   
                                       2010, ISBN 978-955-665-117-1 
      3. Dhammadinna N, MODERN CHINESE CULTURE AND LIFESTYLE, Author Publication, 2009, ISBN 978-955-51737-0-4 
      4. Dhammadinna N, READINGS FROM  ADVANCED CHINESE TEXTS, Author Publication, 2009, ISBN 978-955-51737-1-1 
 
 
9.0  Teacher’s Manual 

 
 
      1. Wu Zhongwei ed., CONTEMPORARY CHINESE – TEACHER’S BOOK -1, Beijing, Sinolingua, 2003, ISBN 7-80052-883-9 
      2. Wu Zhongwei ed., CONTEMPORARY CHINESE – TEACHER’S BOOK -2, Beijing, Sinolingua, 2003, ISBN 7-80052-902-9 
 
 

10.0 Prescribed Listening Material  
 

      1. CDs for Contemporary Chinese Vol. 1 (6 CDs), Beijing, Sinolingua, 2003, ISBN 7-88718-059-7  
      2. CDs for Contemporary Chinese Vol. 2 (5 CDs), Beijing, Sinolingua, 2003, ISBN 7-88718-060- 
 

 
 


